T rue Diſcourſe.” — 


Of the practiſes of Elizabeth Cald. 
well, Ma: Teffrey Bownd, Iſabell Hgll widdow, 


and Georee Fernely , on the parſon of Ma: Thomas 
Caldwell, inthe County of Cheſter, to haue 


murdered and poyſoned him, with 
digers others, 


— —_— —_—__L__—— 
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Together with her manner of godly life during her 
impriſonment, her arrainement and execution, with 
I{abell Hall widdow; As alſo a briefe relation of Ma. 
leffrey Bownd , who was the Afsiſe before 

prelt to death, .-- 
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Leſtly, a moſt excellent exhortorie Letter, written by ber own ſelfe 
out of the priſon to ber busband, to cauſe him to fall into conſidera. 
tion of bus ſmnes, exc. Seruing likewiſe for the vſe of enery 
' good Chriftian , Beeing executed the 

I9, of Iune, 1603, 


MS 


— — 


VVritten by one then preſent as witnes,their owne 
Country-man, Gilbert Dugdale. 


(*-*) 


- AT LONDON, 
Printed by Iames Roberts for Tohn Busbie,, 


and areto be ſold at his ſhop vnder Saint Peters 
Church ia Cornewell. 16 04- 


To the right vertnous, the” Ladie 


Marie Cholmſly, & the right worſhipfull theſe 


Knights ; Sir Tho : Houlcroft, Sir lobn Saxadge of Egerton, Sir 
lobn Egerton, Sir Peter VVarborton,Sir Rowland Stanly, SirPries 
Leigh, Sir Tho : Afton, Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Tho : Sauadpe, Sir 
George Leifter, Sir Y/illiam Damport, Sir. Tho: Stanly, Sir George 
Both, Sir Henry Bunberry, Sit Hukjn Beefton ,. Six Richard Wilbrome, Sir 
Richard Brooke, Sir Richard Egerton , Ma, Peter Warborton Eſquire, Ma. 
T bomas Wilbrem Eſquire 3 Ma. Thomas Brooke Eſquire, Maſter Richerd 
Greneſnor Elquire; Ma. Hugh Calmelie Eſquire » Mai Robert Cholmſly, E-- 
ſquire, Ma, Kalfe Egerton of Ridly, Eſquire, Ma: Themes Merburie E- 
(quire, Ma. Richard Brerton of Wetten-hall, Eſquire, and all the reſt, as 
well Knights as Gentlemen then at the Afzifes preſent, the true witneſles 
of this following hiſtorie: your kind poore Countiryman Gilbert Dug- 
dele, cngaged to you all in debt and dutic,committeth this dicourſe with. 
true and due commends : with continuall prayers for your 

oood healths, avd luccest 

fortunes, 


M Ott indered and right vertuous Ladie, and you the: 


'\/ | reſt of the right VVorſhipfull theſe kinde Cheſhiere 
- Knights; After my long beeing at Cheſter , inthetime 


| of this reported trouble. 1 in my mellancholiewalkes 
bethought me.of theftranive inuaſion of Sathan, lately onthe 
perſons-of Flizabeth Caldwell, and herbloody loner lefferie 
Bownd, together with that yntimely ator [ſebell Hall widdow, 
howe that vglie fiende (ever mans fatall oppoſite) had made 
prattiſe, but Il hopenot purchaſe, of theyrcorruptible lines, 8 
brought them to the laſt ſteppe of mortall milerie. . And then 
revoluing with my ſelfe, the greatgoodnes. of God, incalling 
ſinners to repentance, and wihall, admiring hisgifts.in the pe- 
nitent, I could no leſſe then write my harts trouble , aswell to 
pertake the world with my meditation, as to make them vvon«- 
der at this Cheſhiere chaunce; and thereby to plant or to engraft: 
a kindeof feare by this way, of example, howe murder ſhould 
heereafter beareany braine in ſenſible. creatures , conſidering . 
how the very ſtones ſhal bewray the inward thoughts of maſſa+ 
ker. All theſe conſidered, when I had coted this wonder, thin- 
king how incredulous our Nation isin things true,and how vn- 
certaine they are to belecue fopperics fayned , I could no lefle- 
for the certaintie heereof,but call you towitneſle of the proofe,, « 
becauſe ſith ſuch an example was = vnto vs, that others, 
. 3 
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| 
The Epiſtle. 
not eye witnes thereynto, might the rather aſſure themſelues 
of the ſame. Firſt, I knowing your generall griefes for the fall 
of ſo gooda Gentlewoman, and when no remedy could be, to 
comfort ſucha godly ſoule, aſwell in her time of impriſonmene 
asatthe houreof herdeath, my owne occaſions alſo for that 
\ time conſidered, and beeing your true and naturall Country- 
man , I could doeno leſle but oſtend my dutiousloue to you 
all inthis kinde , deſiring you to accept my poore mite, onely 
conſidering this, the poore mans plenty is prayer to regrate 
your worthy loues, 8 as truly asI liue,that ſhall be no niggard; 
for that night wherein I lie me downe, and pray not for you all, 
let my reſt be broad-waking ſlumbers, and my quiet, waking 
dreames; and that will be puniſhment morethenI would en- 
ioy for ſo regardlefiea good as I fo late and ſo happily recea- 
ued, True 1t is that diuers reports paſſed vp and downe the 
ſtreets of Loudon as touching this act of murder, but how ſcan- 
delouſly, as five murdred, three murdred by the meanes of fix 
perſons, which your V Vorſhips know is falſe, only three mur=- 
* deredone; marry the intent was to him that now lives, Theree 
fore being an eare-witnes to this falſe alarum, it made me more 
diligent inthe ſetting foorth the truth , whereby G O D in his 
power might be knowne,ſathan in his meaning no doubt ouer= 
throwne, and the worlds idle fabling by a contrary meaning 
knowne. For as it was,it was, and no otherwiſe,and thus it was, 
as your preſences both at the examination, arraignement, and 
execution can iuſtifie ; and how odious it is to hcare any truth | 
racktby laundering tongues, iudge or imagine ; onely this, 
' pardon my boldnes, witnes the right, accept my good wall 
in the publiſhing ; and ſo I commit you to 


—_— 


—— 


> GodsprotcQion. 
1 

Your poore Countryman, euer | 

yours, Gilbert Dugdale, f 
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 teaujingher often times verie bare, without pzouiſion of 
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againſt the life of her owne 
husband. 


2 purpoſe God willingto diſcribe 
in b:iefe , the life and death of El:zabeth 
 Caldwell,late wife of Thomas Caldwell 

in the countie of Cheſter , anddaughter 
' to one Maiſter Duncalffc. of the ſapd 
2/ | countie; A gentleman of very good ſo2t, 
| who fatherly and carefully tramed vp 
his daughter. from her infancie , ſhe being framed and 
adozned withall the gifts that nature could challenge, and 
wanting no good education, did in her tender infant 
peares beſtowe her in marriage; to the ſaid Thomas Cald- 
well, giuingher a good dower to her better p2eferringin 
the (apd marriage ; with a pearely newety often pounds, 
foextend to her ſaid husband,and his heires fo2 cuer: and 
as the like matches doe not often p2zoue well: , ſo this 
Caldwell being poung, and not experienced in the wozld, 
gaue his minde to trauell, and ſe fo:raine countries, 
which tended rather to his loſſe then p2ofit , as alſo to the 
great diſcontentment of his wife , and other his friends, 


ſich meanes as was fitting foz her,y by theſe courſes hee 
Hd withdzawe her affection from him, ſo p in the continu- 
ance of his abſence; a young man,named 

aneighbour vnto the ſaid El:zabcth Caldwell, and ſhe as 
I ſapdbefoze, inioving all the excellent gifts ofnature, ſct. 
ths. affections abzoch , and being a man of good wealth, 


| fpateduether coſtnoz indultrie both by humnlelfe + others, 


The practiſe of Elizabeth (| aldwell, 


effercy Bownd, 


OO iil.. Fur IEA _ nit 4 oC Cw 


"The practiſe of Elizabeth Caldwell, 


to withd2zawe her to his vnlawfull deſire , andomittnig 
no opp92tunitie in this ſaute; though ſhe along time with- 
ſtood their allurements , inſomuch that hee feede an old 
woman named 1ſabell Hall , late wife of lohn Hall, and 
p:eferred as an inſtrument to wozke her to an bnlawfull 
refo2mation , ſo that in p2ocefſe of time , with many ear- 
nelt perſwaſions, thep wone thts lilly ſoule, fo their will; 
and hauing ſo done , the ſayd Bownds inſatiable deſire 
could not bee ſo ſatisfied , but perſwaded her of humnſelle, 
and alfo by the ſapd Iſabell Hall, fo peelde her conſent by 
fome meanes to murder her ſapd husband , the which the 
was though dzawne tothe other , yet very vnwilling to 
agree bnto that , But by many and often aſſaults and in- 
couragements, their perſwaſions did wozke with her,and 
tooke cifect; the which being obtamed , then were they as 
buſte as befo2e, deuiſing which way, to ſet their deuilliſh 
and molt helliſh p:actiſes awozke , pzeferring many : 
deniſes fo2 the accompliſhnient thereof, And ſhee offtem 
times entring mto conſideration with her ſelfe , what a 
damnable part it was, firſt to abuſe her huſbands bed,and 
then in ſeeking todepxue him ofhis life, was greatly to2- 
mented in her conſcience, and diners times, earneſtlie m- 
treated them to ſurceafe in this pzactiſe , laying befoze 
them the great and heauie puniſhments, p2ouided foz ſuch 
offenders both in this wo:ld , andin the wozld tocomet 
but their harts being ſo deeply poſſeſt by that fiithy enumy 
to all goodnes , that there was nothing to them mo2e odi- 
ous then ſuch perſwaſtons,ſtill perſeuered in there fozmer 
wicked mnuenſions, and dzew her toalſociate them in this 
= billany, laying many plots fo2 the perfozmingofit , a- 
6 BR  -  monglk which 1fabell Hall as the was verie erpert in ſuch 
like actions, beeing an ancient motherly woman, and to 
all mens tudgements in heroutwardhabite, was farre 
from harbo2ing ſuch a thought, yet as J was about to ſap, 
the adniſed Bownd to gine to a bother of hers, namely, 
George Fernley,fiue poumds , & the would perſwadehim. 
that he ſhould vſe ſome meanes tomurder Caldwell , ' the 
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which Bownd agreed vnto , being thatto him all herme- | 
ns 
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+ onelp to ſooth them with faire: wozds}, fox tncre: of the 
T ligent about the execution thereof, but tillwas pzeuented, 


The praQtiſe of Elizabeth Caldwell. 


tions were .ntedicines .,- and fo2 thathev houſe tuas the- 


place; thafBownd au Elizabeth Caldwell didrefoat fo2 
theremeeting place; andhe hauing anintent-to farther 


red with him': and' hee being a man flenderly furniſhed 
with meanes,agreed to this there motion,affirmingy that 
he'would delayno'time till het had effected? their deſire, 
though inmp conſcience hee pzetended nothing: teffe:;: but 


money, made aſhowe to Bownd asifhe were verte dil- 


m ſomch that Bownd:entered\nto arreat rage with the 
pooze fellow , and (wozethoft terribly 4fHee dibnotdrf2 


theheeles foz his file pounds, ''* _*t! * 
[Notwithtanving, hee made delaies ſgimany, that the 
old for, I meane Halls wife veniſed with her ſelfe ofano- 
ther courſe, willed Bownd tabuy-ſome:Ratsþane, and 
Gelwyould miniſter it in Datencakes fozthatſhe kitewe 
Caldwell mmnch affected them, andthey beingmave!; his 
wife ſhould Finei them vnto him,aridſo p;ocarehis ſpeedy 
diſpatch, Which deuiſe he verie wilkngly:conſented vnto, 
and vfev no delay inthe matter, but-pzeſentlyreparedito a 
ftoume tn Chelhicre: called Knutsfbreh ; 
poplon, and bzought it tb Elizaberh Caldwell; amtoiſhes 
her to ſendit to 1Gbcll Haſl with-all ſpeeds rag 90 
the recemed:tt . FUSE pon the:'tcceite thereof, 
Halls wife ſenther maide to Elizabeth, and willedherto 
ſend the ſpice the ſpoke to-her fo2 : fothe maide.inocently 
kentas her dane commanded hey, and recetnegthepoy- 
fon; and b:ounhtat tothe fapd:Habel Hall her vane,: who 
pefentipaiy Re diderts (ag:Þfaydbefo2e).tn 
oaten-cakrs rthe:which heing donethe ſent themts Hezze 
beth: Caldwid;; tvhereſheand herhusband didſvienrne; 
theretwpan , bringinthoruening, the lapdthemin her 
chamber wawowes in themparingiort enſuing; Catd- 
eo A ; xbre — 
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this matter, cauſed this Fernley to be ſent fo2, and confers 


patch his buſines withall pO rr layhin by. 


thers boughtthe 
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ThepraQtiſe of Elizabeth Caldwell. 
amd his;wife ſtill keeping her bed, he ſpied the cakes lie fir 
the windowe, and demaunded of her ifhe might take any 
of theni, ſhe anfwered,yea, all ifhe would,and therevpon 
he tooke ſome thee o2foure of them , and went mto the 
houſe; and: called fo2 ſome butter to eate them with , the 
which was b2zoughthim. 

. Butlet metell you by the way, ſo ſoone as he was des 
partedthe chamber with the cakes, feare d2aue ſuch a ter- 
ro2 to herhart as ſhe lap in bed, as ſhe euen trembled with 
remo:ſe of conſcience, pet wanted ſhe power to call to him 
to refraine them , inſomuch as he humſelfe did not onely 
cate of them , but the molt part of the.folkes in the houſe, 
childzen and all; pet God beftowed his bleſſing ſo bountr- 
fully oh them ; as: they were all pzeſerued from daunger, 
ſauing one litfle airle which .couldnot ſo wel diſgeſt them, 
which was aneighbours child of ſixt oz ſeauen peares old, 
and comming in by chance fo? fier : to the which maiſter 
Caldwell gane a peete of :acake;and ſheieatert,aad by reas 
fon the had beene longbefoze biltted with ſicknes; hee 
went-hame- and died -p2efently:, while the reſt by-wap of 
bomit were: ſaned . But that which maiſfar Caldwell di 
bomit vp againe , two doggs and a cat did eate, and thep 
died  pzeſently alſs . Whether vppon the fozce of that © 
poyſon: 92/no. the :childe- died-J cannot. ſay , but well 
Fknawe , they were -all-th2ee bzonght within:the coms 
paſſe of murder fo2 the'death ofit, and were ali:erecuted 
at Cheftcr foz the ſame fact , as youſhall heareafter bn 
derſfand. FE Wye F521 1044 
Upon the death of this child, Elizabeth Caldwell wag 
appzehended, and b2ought befoze thzee Juſtices. of the 
peace; namely,ir lobn Sauage;Sir Thomas Afton, any 
maiſter Brooke of Norton, where befoze themthe truly 
confeſſed all their p2actiſes and p2oceedings fromthe be- 
ginning , enen till that dap . Upon which confeſſion, 
Bownd and IGabell Hail were appzehended , and thought 
befo:e the ſame: Juſtices , and eramiued/as touching the | 
, afferming that 


zurder , and they very loutly denied all 


thep 


The praQtiſe of Elizabeth Caldwell. 

they were not guiltie to any ſuch action, atthongh her con- 
feſſion in her Examination did manife{t againſt them, bee- 
ing lapd to their charge : all which would not moone them 
to acknowledge their fault, the deuill haning ſo great a 
commaund ouer them. Notwithſtanding, thep were all 
committed to the Caſtell of Cheſter, there to cemaine with 
out atil o2 Painep:iſe , till they ſhould be delinered by 
dune courſe of Lawe; acco2ding to the tenure of warrants 
directed in ſuch a caſe, 

So the Aſſiſe app2oching within few dapes after they? 
commitment, their cauſes and trpall fo2 that time was re- 
tourned, till the nert great Aſſiſes holden there. And/whe- 
ther it was bp ſpeciall meanes of Bownd made tothe 
Judge, 02 fo2 that Elzaberh Caldwell was with childe, J 
cannot truly ſap, but there thep continued from that time, 
beeing aſenight after Eaſter, till Pichelmas following: 
during which time they were not admitted one- to ſpeake 
to another. And fo2 Elizabeth Caldwell, fromher firſt ew 
france mto p2iſon, till the time of her death,there was ne- 
ner heard bp any, ſo much as an idle wozd to pzoceede out 
ofher mouth, neither did ſhe omit any tune, during her 
imp2iſonment, in ſeruing of GOD, and ſeking pardon 
foz her finnes, with great zeale and induſtrie, continuallp 
meditating on the Bible, excluding her ſelfe fronrall come 
panic, ſauing ſuch as might pelde her ſpirituall comfozts, 
as learned Diuines, and ſuch , the faithfull ſeruaunts of 
God, Zhere was many of all (o2ts reſo2ted to ſ&her, as 
no fewer ſome daies then th: hund:ed perſons : and ſuch 
as the thought were bictouſlp giuen, ſhee gaue them god 
admonitions , wilhing that her fall nnght be an example 
bnto them. 

Thus the deceitfull denill, who hath ſometime permiſ- 
fion from G DD to attempt the very righteous, (as lob) 
was now an inffrument to her ſozrow, but her feeling 
faith the maze increaſed , and no doubt 'o her comfkot, 
though in our eves terrible : fo2 indeede ſo it ought, becing 


ſent from God as an erample t to ———— Fo2 where ſo 
many 
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ThepraCtiſe of Elizabeth Caldwell. 

many lite, one 62 two pirktout by the handof Gov;'mnſt 
ferue as an-example tb thereſt; tokepe. thouſands urfeare 
of Gods w2ath ; and the wozlds terro2. 1ut ſe her ton- 
ſtancie, All the time of her unpaiſonment, ſhe vſcd all poſ- 
fible meanes, both ofherſelfe, and by thofe god members: 
that did viſit her, to conuertall the reſt of the p21ſoners; 
which cod wozke begunne'mn her did take good effect; fo 
ſhe ſent ſome dayes a dozen Letters toſenerallP2eachers 
to be reſolued as touching her fapth , and the wantof' a 
found reſolution that G6 D D had parſoned her offences. 
Uhere the Lady Mary Cholmſly of Cholmſly amongſt 
others, together with the comfo2table reliefe of one: Mata 
ſter John Bartie, (no doubt both Gods. Childzen) fo relies 
ned; as want neuer arieued her conſcience , but thatſthee 
continued in zcale, without griefe of the woldes offences 
both in ſoule and body : nay, not onely her, but alſo to the 
reſt ofthe pziſoners. Fo2 note, that death neuer feared oz 
daunted-her, but oneiy.fearing ſhee was notfullypurged 
fronrherfinnes,. till at the:end, as by her wozds at her ex: 
ecution appeareth. .- 

Zhis fo2eſaide Mailter Battic well deſernes 4 due re- 
membzance fo2 his clemencie and charitie ſhewed to that 
diſtreſſed and deceaſed poze ſoule,by whoſe god meanes, 
which um inere compaſſion by him ertenved,did not onely 
receue comfo2ts fo2 her bodily rel&fe, but alſo great fatiC- 
faction fo2 her ſoule, hee oftimploped ſuch induſtry to the 
Learned,both fo repare bnto her themſelues, as likewiſe 
dailp in ſending-bnto her god and learned inffructions : 
Surely, he deferues tobe regiſtred in the harts ofall well 
diſpoſed perſons, and his demerits (no doubt) will finde 
reſtitution at the handes of him, who is the Pap-Pailfer 
fo2 all ſuch-charitable deſerts, 

It1s alſo to be noted, that after theſe thze afozenamed 
perſons had remained in p2iſon allthe whole Summer,at 
Mrchelmas then enſuing the Aſſiſes were holden, and E- 
Izabeth Caldwell had her triall, where thee openly befo:e 
the Judges, and thereſtof the TUozſhipfull Audience, ac- 
know- 
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ThepraGiiſe of Elizabeth Caldwell. 
knowledged her offence : fo2 the which thee firſt demaun- 
ded pardon at thehanvs of God, then of her huſband,laſt- 
ly ofall the wozld*: and deſiring, as it was euer her p2ap- 
er, that ſhe might be as a Loking-alaſſe to all that epther 
did ſ& 02 heare of her fall, that by her they might ſee mto 
they2 owne frailines, and the infirmities which are ſub- 
lect to the fleſh. And hauing, as J ſaid, acknowledged her 
guiltines, was condemned, And by reaſon ſhee was not 
then dclinered of child, ſkillrepziued: and at y ſame ACſiſe 
Bownd was indited : and whether by emll counſell giuen 
him, o2 fo2 his owne obſtinacie, I —_ truly repo2t,but 
he would not anſwer fo the Articles obieced againſt him, 
no; refer his cauſe to GDD and the Country, but ſtoode 
mute, though the Judges very earneſtly moucd hun to 
put his cauſe to triall : all which would not perſwade hun, 
and therefo:e, acco2ding to the Law, he was adindaed to 
be p2ell, recetuing his idgement onthe Saturday, tobe 
executed on Munday following. And fo2 1ſabell Hall, her 
matter that Aſiſe was not called m queſhon , which yeel- 
ded her ſuch incouragement, that ſhee was altogether re- 
gardlefe of the gwd of her ſonle, 

Þut Bownd, ener befo:e he perceined how hes ſhould 
ſpede, pleaded to cucry one whom he had any communi- 
on with, ofhis innocencte,till he ſaw no hope of life : the 
hee, befo:e two o2 the P2eachers, and others, didmamsz 
feſt. the whole truth, and affirmed that fleſh and blod was 
not able to endure the often aſſaults that Elizaberh Cald- 
well had of him, and Iſabell Hall : and vppon the Punday 
about nine of the clocke, was peſt : where to euery mans: 
tudgement there pzeſent , hee made a berp penitent end, . 


beeing hartily ſozrowfull foz his offences , .and very de- 


uontly craned pardon of GD D and all the wozld, and ſo 
died (A truſt) the true ſeruaunt of Jeſus Chat, 

Then that night nert after his death, Elizabeth Cald+ 
well was delinered ofa boy , which childis yet as J take 
it, ſtill liuing with another bop ſhe had befoze her unp2e- 


lonnent , the which are at the keeping of Caldwell their - 
+ father, 
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The prattiſe of Elizabeth Caldwell. 


father, and as it was generally repozted, hee made ſutefq 
the Judge to p2ocure a warrant to hane his wife erecuted; 
within a certaine time after her deliweriez but how true it 
was that he made ſuch meanes , J cannot trulp affirme, 
but ſare J am, a warrant was granted and ſent the 
keeper fo2 to hane her executed , within 1 3 daies oz theres 
abouts afier ſhe was delinered, the which was conuented 
by reaſon the Cunſtable of the caſtle , did miſtake the delis 
nerie of the warrant to the Sheritfe till the date was out. 
Though ſhe a ſenight befoze the time , had p2epared her 
ſelfe,onlp to receiue the mercy of God,and terro2 ofdeath, 
pet it pleaſed God otherwiſe a while to p2olong her daies, 
which time giuen her, ſhe did not vainely ſpend, but ims 


ploy her vttermolk indeno2s to obtaine mercie , and foz- 


gmuenes in ſuch rare ſo2t , as if Jſhould diſcribe the per» 
ticulers theceof , it would not only be endleſſe , and tedl- 
ous, but J doubt, to the hearers and readers, if would bs 
though incredable,fo2 in her might be ſcene the true image 
ofa penitent ſinner,as the like hath not often in theſe daies 
beene ſeene, God ſhowing his glozp ſo aboundantlie, 
wozking her penitency , as to me, and many moze, was 
molt admirable . Foz if the eſpied in any one, of what cab 
ling o2 degree ſoener, that thep wilfully o2 careleſly abuſed 
Gods holy o2dinaunces., ſhce would rep2one thcm fo2 if, 
. and curtionſlp infreate them to amend ſuch and ſuch a- 
buſes; though ſcme diſdained ſhe ſhould ſceme fo to doe, 
in regard of her owne fo:mer offence, though indeede 
none migh* better doe tt then ſhes , hauing ſmarted even 
at her ſoule fo2 her ſinnes . This is the frailnes ofour 
fielh, we only diſdaine not our afflicted bzetheren,but alſo 
there good admonitions : God of his mercy A beſeech him 
glue vs grace, that we may ſc& into our fickle eſtates, and 
recewe willingly any repzofe that may tend ta the good 
df our poo2e ſoules. 
©0 by this meanes ,. as J ſhowed pou befo2e, this Eli- 
zabeth Caldwell was ſtill detained in p2iſon till the next 
Alliſe foliowing,at what time Iabell Hall was indited,as 
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Aife of Elizabeth Caldwell. 
an acto2 in this murder , and eniltp bp the , 
condemnediand.executed. And Ehzabeth Caldwell alfo re- 
ceiued the death of execution at the ſame inſtant , thongh 
mp.ady Cholmfley bery  wozſhipfull and louingly made 
earneſt ſute , vnto the Judge foz her depaine till the Aſſiſe 
following: p which by no meanes would be granted. And 
ſhe ſeeing her ſute would not take effect , being very ſo2- 
rowfull, like a kind Ladie, went vnto Ehzabeth Caldwell 
_ ſcife, andſhowed her ſhe could not therein pzeuaile foz 

_Indeede my Lady and others had an intent, ifthep 
could hane got her rep2ine, to haue vſed meanes to the 
King fo2 a petition, but ſecing it would not be , Elizabeth 
dutfifully yeelded thanks vnto her Ladiſhip 3 and ſaid hee 
was vberp well content to receine the death ozdained foz 
her. Py Lady departed, and the p2actiſing herfo:mer ex- 
erciſes., Jmeane p2aper , bntill ſuch time as the Keeper 
came and told her the Shzieffe was come to the Glouers- 
None, to receiue her and the reſt of the p:iſoners appointed 
fo2 death : and ſhe very cheerefully aunſwered, J truſt in 
ay GodJ am ready, and farewell to the Lawe, too long 
HaneF beene in thy ſubiection : 4 ſo departing the caſtell, 
takingleane with enery one , and from hence to the place 
oſexecution, ſhe ſome times ſung Pſalmes,and vſed other 
- godly meditations, as was thought fitting fo2 her, by 
thoſe Diines and godlp P:eachers, 

which accompanied herenen 

to her death. 


Thepra 


NXGD: OLI DANICA. 
i» A Letter written by Elizabeth 
Caldwell to her Husband, during the time * 


of her impriſonment. 


T3 Lthough the greatnes of my of- 

Dy fence deſcrues neither pirtie NOT. TE- 
7/SA NN garde, yet givelcaue ynto your pagre 
AM 2 E ſorrowfull wife to ſpeake vnto, yous 
what out of her owne wofull experience, with a+ 
' boundance of griefe and teares, the hath learnedin 


| 
{ 


the Schoole of affliction, it is the laſt fatour that I 


ſhall-euer beg at your hands, and the laſt officerhat 
euer Tſhall performe vnto you, Andthetfore deere 
Husband, if you haue, any hope or deſire, to bee 
partaker of the toyes of, heauen,: let my ſpeeches 
finde acceprance,and docnorſlightly efteeme whar 
I write vnto you, but readerheſc lines againe'; and 
againe, and lay them'vp in your hart, where The- 
ſeech Almightie God they may take deepe roote, 
and impreſsion, For my witnelſeis in heauen, thar 
my harts deſire and earneſt prayer to G OD is, that 
your ſoule may be ſaved. And if the loſſe of my 
blood, or life, or to endure any torments that the 
world can inflict vpon me,might procure your true 
converſion, I ſhould efteeme it purchaſed at an ea- 
fierate: but ſith none can haue ſaluation withour 
true Reformation, both inward, and outward, a- 
mendement, in changing the affection, words,and 


works, 
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Elizabah Caldwell Letter, 
' | works; from gilt to 'good; which till you feelein 
yourſouke & conſcience robeeffeQtually wrought, 
you hauenot repented, defer nottime, bur callto: 
God for grace of true Repentance, which may be 
ſoundcuen inthis accepted time, when the doores 
of Gods mercy are open, that ſuhe may haue mer- 
cie on-you, leaſt he giue you ouer to hardneſle of 
bart, thar'you cannot repent : and ſo you knocke 
with thefooliſh virgins , when'the date of Gods 
mercies are our, and thennothing but woe, woe, 
and vengeance: therefore rhe longer you deferre,) 
the harder it willbe for you to repent: and delayes 
are moft dangerovs, for what know you how ſud- 
denlie, death may ſtrike you, and then, :asrhe'tree 
falls, ſoirlies, that is, as you die, .ſo ſhallyou have, 
if in true repentance; joy,it in your finnes, ſorrow. 
Therefore ſaith Sa/omoex, All that thy handſhall 
findero doe,doc it withall thy power, for there is 
neicher worke; nor knowledge, invention';' nor 
| Wiſedome inthe graue whether thou goeſt. 
| - O hisband, be nor deceived with the world, & 
' thinkethar it is in your power to repent when you 
will, or thattoſay a fewe prayers from the mouth 
outward alittle before death, ortocry God mercie 
for faſhion ſake, isrrue repentance, No, no, not e- 
nerie onethar faith Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
kingdome of heauen, but he that doth the will of 
my Father which1s in heauen , ſaith our Saviour, 
Laterepentanceisfildome true; & true repentance 
1snot:ſo eafica matter to come by.,as the word doth 
judge, Doe norpreſume onit., and ſorunneon in 
| yourlinfiullcoucſebf life, A repent when 
- Ki you 
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Elizabeth Caldmels Litter. -. 
youl:;}; yau cannot dodies-for repentanteis the 
rart-giſtof G'/Q.B{which is giatn but ro: verie 
fewe, eucn to tiioiethat feeke it, with many reares, 
and vericcarnelihe with fervent prayers. None can 
better ſpeake of it, fornbne better; knowesitthen 
my.ſelfe, my ſorraWwtnli hart hath:ſmartedfor it, and 
my ſoulethath beene (ick to the gates of hell; and of 
dcathto finde it: and. to haueit., is moreprecious 


then allthe world, therefore ceaſe not to; pray day 


and night with the:prophet, Turne thou vs vnto 
thee, 6 Lord; and we (hall beturned, and with E- 


phraim, convert thou mee, 0 Lo:d , and { ſhall bee 


conuerted : for except you beconuerted, you ſhall 
notenttrintothe kingdomeotheauen, + + |. 
-, And becauſe none can be-conuerted; : nor.com 

vato-Chriſt-except the Father drawe hin, ncuer 
leauetoſolicitethe Father of mercy to create anew 
hart, and renewearight ſpirit, within you; and call 
to remembrance the deſolureneſſe of: your bfe,' I 
ſpeake it not to lay any thingto your charge , for 1 
docloue you more deerely,thenIdoe my ſelfe,but 
remember in what a caſe you haueliued , howe 
poore you have manytimes left me, howlong you 
haue beene abſent from mee, all which aduantage 
the deuill rooke to ſubuert mee. And to further his 
purpoſe, he ſet his helliſh inſtruments a work, even 
the practiſe of wicked people, , who continuallie 
wrought vpon my weaknes; mypouertie,and:your 
abſence,vntill they made me yeeld to conſpirewith 
them thedeſtruQion of your bodie , by a violent & 


ſuddainedeath ; which God in hisgreat mercy:pre-: 


uented, andontheknees of»ftiy hart; in theabun- 
dance 


LS d. .£ et Sw T3 WI” we ha ww, = is. 


| danceof his compaſs 


| ſelfe, hathappointedto cometo paſſe. How weake' 
and wretched weeare, and how 'vnabletoftandof 


ElizabdthCuliwels Debter..-\\ 
ion; Fbeſrech himioforgine: 
vs all, & waſh.our ſoulesimthe blood: of his Chriſt, 
andto open the eyes of your \nderſtanding, that 
you may ſee by my example,whichetiepronidence: 
of God, for. fome'ſecrete cauſe beſt knownerohim: 


our ſclues, whers it ſhallpleaſe him to take hisgrace 
from vs; and to: leaue vs to out ſelues., Therefore 


| gow husband, as you'tender the welfare of your 


oule,-goeno further on in your ſinfull race, bur 
turne vnto the-Lord, & ſo ſhall you ſane your ſoule 
alive} Hyou continuein your abhominations;'and 
ſhur your eares againſt rhe worde of Exhortation, 


; you cannot haue any hope of ſaluation', forthe 
| bookeof God iis full of indgements 'againſtwikull 
| finners, and mercicistothem'thar repent & rurne: 


Therefore I beſeech you vſe:no delay, deferre 


\ no time, bur preſently bee acquainted with the 


Scriptures, for they will leade you to cternall life * 


| makehaſt, even before your hands part with this 
| paperto ſearch thereir, that. fo you' may truly vn- 


derſtand the wretched eſtate, & condition of thoſe, 
who following the luſts of there eyes, wallow in 


: all ſenſualitie, and ſo heape vp vengance againitthe 
; day of wrath: eaen heaujeIudgments,noleſlethen 
: -condemnation both of ſouleand body. As Salomon 
' ſaith, Reioyce 0 your'g man in thy youth, & 'let thy hart 
| chearethee, in the dates of thy youth , .and walkein the 
| waies of thy hart, and in theſizht of thine eyes', but 
| knowe that for all thin;s God will bring thee to } adge- 
| #ent.; Remember he ſpared not the Angelis when 


C3 they 


| bh 
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Elizabeth GalawelleLttdr.-" - 
they ſinned; bit eafbiberd dowheimohell nor of 


the old: world. but eight. anc)y:efcaptd;;; thei reſt 
were drowned in their {innes becauſe they, would 
not be warned. Zk/taſer, ſayrh Daniel, expounding, | 
thefearefull viſiodo} hc bands writing,,when hee | 


was banqucting with: his Concubines, thou art 
wayecd inthe Ballance, and are found light, 

| Theſe and manyimoreare written for our: ad- 
monition, vppon whom the-ends bf tlie world are 
come, ſearch for them, and pray God you may be 
warned by them, and that you may ſeekethe Lord 
now while hee may bee found, and call yppon him 


wWhilehe is neere, Behold now the day of-falvation), - 


even now, when he in mercy offereth him{elte vn- 
tovs, by preaching of his word, receine. not theſe 


graces in vaine, but redecme your time, and gunne | 


;vnto the houſe of God,-andtherein the greatcon- | 
Eregation, power foorth your plaint ; withobedi- 


ence hearethe wordof God, and indenour to prac- 
tiſe what you heate in your conuerſation, for the 
doores onely ſhall bee tuſtifiedar the laſt day, the 


word muſt tadge vs, in:this life it worketh effect; | 


for which it was ſent : it cither conuerts or hardens; 


' tis the (auour of life, vntoliſe; or of death, vnto 


dcath, it is offeredto all : rothoſerhat imbracen, it | 
brings life, rothoſe that will not. be reformed: by + 


it, it brings death , tothoſe that loue and deſireit, 
tis thequicking ſpirit,tothoſethat reſufe-it,it is the 
killing Letter, it is no ſpeciall argument of God his 
favour vnto any , vnleſle they feele the power 
thereof working reformationin them;then it is the 


= 
I» 
f 


powerof his ſpirit,thepledge of his bleſſing, Igno« | 
| raunce | 
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I arreſt rom qhoſe:labourvrhar: monaliryis ſubict 
vnto, and vnceſfantly ſing:prayſes viitertie- Lamb; 


Elizabeth CaldwellsLebter ©: 
rauncemuſtnovoxeuſe you; for thtPoopheoſanch; 
miy people languiſh:for want 'of. knowledge ,; and 
knowledge withoutpraQiſe;leaues almen without 
excaſo;foriher that knowerh ibis maiſters willy 'and 
gddrhuit nor} ſhall bebeatenwithyrtiany ſtrips; there- 
fore 'make''more conſcienceioli rhe wordibfiGod, 
then'you haue. dome; andlouehis. Meſſengers; the 
Preachers4hat brings that glad ridings , fortolouc 
hems tolowe Chriſt, amd cohaerhemgammhate 
GChrift, avaurSaviobr ſaith, bd that diſpiſetiyow;allſ< 
piſethme ,cand\its hard to kick: againſt cheprick. 
And loue'the thildrbn of Godthar profeſſe Chrifi 
Jefurs;for herchiyſhall men.knowne;that you aremy 
Tiſeiples,if you kaucione antrherſaich aur. Sayiotir, 
And for. the Saboth day;, | bee yee'alburted, thatithe 
Lord of heauen; hatbnovir-vaine<tioſcn itrohim- = 
felfc;,, commanniding; vs roSandific it vntobis ho- 
lyname,no;maifouer we delied ti be pemakereialf 
the ſpirttuall Saborbrd heaven; ilherebfllotirs! un 
earth.is but a tipe, and aftgure,;themmuſtwe ſtrive 
to, keepe the ſame' Saboth: bn:earthiavmuch as in 
vs lyes, which the Saintskeepe inheaven: they are 


ſoſhould we reftthat day tiem the labeursofour 
Ealling;, and ſpend:the whole day in hearing of the 


Word preached, pray ling theLocd publickly inthe 


great congtegarion, -privatly athomeiwich.ourfa-- 


milies, preferring fuch.other holy exerciſes, as may 
rend 50 che gloryof Godzthecomfotrof ourſeayes, 


S$thegond of orhers, which weare bound taper+ 
foxme ſofiraightly,; asith 


at we mayaotithatday, be 
Gy” alowed 
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EliFabeth CaldwellsDetter:"". 


aſowed tqipeake ſuch wordd,nasconcetneoftvrocs 
_ tions, And how ſotuer irpleaſetheworldjrp:chjake 


of thegrearGod of: fieauen ; and of rhe ſanttifying 
ofthe Saboths, .yertibe you afſurdd heiis:gjcalious 
God; andwijhvitie:{mncos 5:and (ane ſeedeiotbis 
wordjdliabaorbe loſtpborhewiltbe glorified by it 
cichet inthe falddationof thoſe, whainagoodicor- 
ſcience: willingly nideyour : tq ſanCtifiexhem:,'or 
inthecondemmtidnofthoſewtic witfully oppoſe 
themicluey pgainſt bk. Bleſſed orditiangce,. tbyrd- 
phane them: *which/is one of the crying ſinnesof 
this land, wherewith the whbleKingdome is:in- 
fected : andifrhere were not ſortiefeweioftand ih 
gap',:forwhbſeclakethecÞtord doth ſpeare!tht 


.the! 
Teſt; irhadmorbecne poſible, weſhouldſo long 
have eſcaped his heauy:indgeinents. © 
O deerehusband; the Lord;harh longfince,caken 
his:fword:jnbis band}:to execiite.hisueupance a- 
eainftal. difobedicomwredthiedzowhoturneth e&Sq- 
Hoth ofthe Hord, into a:day bfiwanronnes, liberty, 
andlicentiouſries;and akhough inhis'grearmercy 
he dothyerforbearotoptoreederv idgement; as 
it were ingrearmerty; waiting our ndpeance;'yer 
there wil ſuddainely come a'day of reckoning, alt to- 
gether : and the wioked makerhepatience 6f our 
God an occaſtonto cointhit-{inne, and prophanes, 


b&adudeiavies; and referue wrattyfor hisenemies 


in-power; and wi!l-not filrely clearethe wickedi 


thuugh-hedefercerhs Sefbions; yerthepwithcoms, 
arid chbughkhokger.Leadniufocry) yerhath 


yet letthemknguve, the Lord withtake venpatceoft 


and thoughihee be ſloweroianger:iyerizhe rat | 


hetron 
hands, 
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'Eligdbtth©allmills Levter...::1 > 
batids;: thoughaHocfier ei $1019 Op FO 
thoatiening zi yet ircames; Dodnhorhtheceforepro- 
uokethe Lord any linger by yourprophancs , for 
he 15ftrong, readibto punniſh , andhath promiſed, 
thatthe perſonthat ditpifetbbhiswordyThalbbe:gur 
bf . Did heenotcommautide aman to beflbned to 
death, for gathering afewe flickwoir tHe-Saboth | 
day, andi is hee hot ſtillthe ſame.GodZ.yes cettaine, 
his acme 1snot ſhorined awewiltoliyperiltin our 
diſobedience. 10322079 #010h g1:bbe 2ud1, 1260 
—_— markerdayes keetiath 'gitien.vs; to RR 
ys neceſſaries for our bodies, and but one hatt.hee 
choſen forhimifelfeto be a:day of holinesy which is 
the market diy fotthe ſouley :wberein weetholud 
prouidevsof comforts fortheriyholeweeke-: The 
excellencie and woorth of this day is vnſpeakablerg 
choſe that ſanQifheit, /Ir-is the badge and: liuerie 
| Whereby they ate ktioivne to'bet the ſtruauncs.of 
| THTodrcto "thale that prophatic id; in ſpendingathe 
dayin worldly pleaſures, dtunkennes &filthineſle, 
itisthe, certaine badge and liverie, whereby they 
are knowne tabe:tho:ſeruantsof rhegdeuilk, accor: 
ding\tothe ſayingsoftheApoſtic; kane SOT TLED 
| fo whomſoener ye 70 Jour ſelaes asſernunts to obey, bis 
' feruantsyeeare, towbim yea obey, whether it be of ſinne 
| © wntodeatb, or of obediencewntorighteouſnes,: 
| 


* » © © 4. Ohantbn ett IN noe AL ESR et io :, 


. If my people will ſfanQtifie-my-Saborhs, ſaith the 
Lon ſhall be a fare berwaarng thern;chat 
 khowe that I amethe Lordthere God z 

wy ble fled are-they who haue the Lordfor ta 
Soithatzothoſethat prophanetheSaboth; 


| theLordinorthrinGod, but the deuill: and — 
; t ſed 


The praQiſeof Elizabeth:Caldwdl. 
ſedarerhie people thar are mſuctiacaſe, therefore 
deere husband;:deferreno time, ' put not of from 
day, to day, toturne vnroatheiLord, netherbe you 
deceiued, for God is notmocked, the longer you 
runneon; theimore-youifrton the ſcore, and ſoch 
as you ſowe , | fuch: (hall:you.reape: for the Lord 
hath ſayd;: Hethat hearethmy words, and doth 
bleſſc himſelfeiin hart, ſaying, I ſhall have peace, al- 
though. Lwalke according ito:theſftubbernes of my 
hart,thus adding drunkennesto thicſt,the Lord will 
not bee mercifn}Fvnto bim \, butthe-wrath of the 
Lord, & his icaloſie,ſhall ſmooke againſt that man; 
and cuery curſe-that is wricten in this booke ſhall 
light vppan him , .and.the Ldrdſhallput- out his 
name from-wnder: heauen ; but vnto thentthar re- 
pent,the Lord hath ſayd, when.the wicked turneth 
away from his wickednes,that he.hath comminted, 
and doth that which js lawtfulland right, hee ſhall 
ſane his ſoule alive .:;You-ſee the ivdgements: of 
God are begunnealreadic in your houſe , happie 
ſhall you be if you makea holy vie of them , other- 
wiſe heauijor may be expected., :eſpecially, if you 
perſiſt, In his mercy he hath ſpared you ; and doth 
yet waite for your repentance, doenor you abuſe 
his patienceany longer , leſt chereby.you prouoke 
him to proceede to execution againſt you , bucim- 
brace his.mercy which is yet aoffered vmto you : 
for which, that you may ſodo ,- Iſhall nor ceale, to 
pray whilſt I live , to-bim who-onely is able to 
effeQ it, eventhe Lordof heaven, who ſend vs joy- 
full-micettingatthe day of our Reſurrection. 
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Elizabeth Caldwell. 
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The —> of Eli. 


zageth (aldwell at the, L time. 
of her death, FLCC 


Se || \ Icſt ſhedeſfired, thatthe 


<2 1/L02d:; would mue ablefling vn- 
A [tothe ſpeeches. that:Che:veline- 
Ds | redzy:they mighttend to thecons 
| [vertingofmanyof the hearers, 
5D þZ|| and alſdſhe ſayd, that the woz 
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euer had a deteftation-tothoſe-hnnes thatthe lined in, but 
the affirmed.that ſhe wanted grase toqguapdthem , there- 
foe as ſhehad giuen a great ſcandalito the mo2d.of God, 
by p:ofefling, and not p2actimgths ſane, euen ſo ſhe de- 
ſired. the great mercy of:G9d ,, 'to fo:gine: her that 
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capitall ffanes was , the negttct thereof, and although = 


the wo2ld did recon and eſteeme it a ſmall matter , yet 
ſhe knewe if to be one of her greateſt ſinnes , wiſhing all 
people in the feare of God , to make a reuerent account of 
the Lo2ds glozious Saboth,ſhe complained much of adul-, 
tery',.and ſaid it was that filthy finne which was the 
cauſe ofher'death{ and-wasperſwaded in her conſcience, 
thather afflictions was rather fo: that, then any murder 
hee :{ucr commitfed : notwithſtanding , thee peclded her 
ſelfe culpable im concealing of it , manifeſfing that in re- 
card of her finnes, and iniqntties, ſhe deſerued a thouſand 
deaths , p2aping moſt earneſtly vito God , that her ſelfe 
micrht bea warning and example bnto all there pzcſent, 
wiſhing them mofk earneffly to ſcrue the Lo2d , of what 
degree ſocuer they were, ifthep were neucr fo pgo2e, but: 
were fo2ſt tocraue there liuingfrom dooze tadoo2e, which, 
done, then were thep happp:creatures. 

Zhen againe, the-admonithed all to keepe the Saboth, 
to goe to the church, and heare the wo2d of (God p2eached, 
fo: that was the onlp fruth , and able to ſauc their ſoules, 
But as touching Papiſtrie, thecuerhated it, knowing it 
contrary and flatly dppoſite again the truth of the great 
God of heauen , and his-holy wo2d , pzaping fo: thecon- 
fution and deſolution.of the great Whoze of Babilon:, but 
molt denoutly and ſencerelp , p2aping fo2 the cyrrant 
paſſage of the'Goſpell of Chalt Jeſs th)onghont the 
whole wozld ; fo the connettirigdf thouſands , vefiring 
that the very ſtones of the ſtreete might ſet foozth the glo- 
ry of God : and withall., moft religionflp ſhe pzaped foz 
_ the Kings moſt excellent Haicſtie, and ſaydſhe might call 

him her, king: while thee lied}, chat His ficred & foyall 
Perſon, might. be'#bzight ſhining lampeof Govsglozy in 
the aduancement of. the Goſpell sf Ch2ilt , and the oner- 
th:owe of poperie e fapetftition, in theſe his Kingdomes | 
and dominions. Thenmave knowne that ſhe conldteach : 
asthe Pzeachers , fo2 they taught'as they found jtin the, 
0;d, and thetuas able to eake fromafeelinghart;' ve-' 
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Cog atthetime of herdeath. 
rp confidently affirming, that her ſinnes were the greateſt 
reaſon of the dnines and hardnes of her hart, and the ſepe- 
ration of Gods merctes from her © and therefoze ſhe care- 
fully aduſed all to beware of ſinne , becauſeit was hate- 
ful andoditous 1n the ſight of God,and all reaſonable crea- 
tures, 

Concerning repentance , ſhee ſpake thus, thatit was 

not in the power of man to repent when hee liſt , but the 
only aft of God, p2oteſting befo2e the Lo2d ofheauen and 
earth , that during the time ofher uimp:iſonment , - being 
a full yeare anda quarter , ſhe had ſought the Lo2d with 
many bitter teares , with b 2oken and contrite hart, (o ſee 
ifhis Baiclte would be intreated , and yet ſhe found not 
ſuch aſſurance as ſhe deſired : but auouched what ſhe div; 
was done in ſimplictty ofhart, whatſocuer the wozld did 
other was cenſure, Po2eouer, ſaying that inthe mmercies 
and merites of Chzilt Jcſus, ſheehoped her ſinnes were 
pardoned, and ſayd J belene Lo2d,, helpe mp bnbehefe, 
Alſo the ſapd , thatin the time of her impzifonment, the 
1.02d had beene bery gracious and nercifull vnto her, foz 
many the faithfuli miniſters , and deere ſernants of Jeſug 
Chulſk, had recourſe vyto her , by whoſe meancsſhe: had 
recouered great comfoo2th , pzapling the Lozd fo2 the 
ſame : pet notwithſtanding , the wozld molt imiuriouflp 
did deride, ſcofe,and mock them, which was moſt wicked 
and abhominable : ſaying, that if there were fo2tie and 
two childzen deuouzed fo2 mocking the Pzophet El:za, 
what then ſhall befall of them that doe blaſpheme the 
name of the great God of heauen , p2ophane his holy Sa- 
both, ſpeake emill ofhis wo2d, and abuſe his faithfull Þ1- 
niſters . Zherefo2e ſhe deſired all to turne from their 
ſinnes, and to turne to the Lozd by trueandbufained re- 
pentance , p2ayſing berp earneſtly fo her huſbands con- 
nerſion,and that her two childzen mtght hane the feare of. 
God Lefoze their epes , and that theglozy of Godamght: 
appeare in the conuerſion of pzſoners , though it were 
with the loſſe of her owne life, Ny infinite was her zeale, 
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 Thenſheepzayed the L02d, thathee wonldpatdon att 
h:r grieaous andheynous finnes'mthebirwdſhed of Chak 
Jeſus, beſeechinghim fo clenſc her from her ſecret ſlnnes: 
p2aying that ſhe might be a DozeAeeper in the houſe of 
God, and receine the meaneft place of glozy , Then ſaid 
thee, that if the areat and tall Ceaders of the Church of 
God haue'fallen, as Dawa, Salomon, and Manaftes, how 
then conide thee itand , beeing but a b:amble, and weake 
w2etched woman. 'DTherefo2e ſhee exho2ted enerp one to 
depend onely vpon the Lozd,-andnot toſfandvpon they2 
owneſtrength asthee had dwne, And! greatly then deli- 
ring all the people to'pzay vnts G'M D fo: her, tyee cal- 
ted fo: her P2zaper-booke; reading and pzaving zealonſhe 
and'deuoufiy to Almghtv G:D D, with her eyes lift vp 
towards Hheaum/;"which done , 'ſhee requeſted that they 
would fimgaPſalme;readmg ither ſelfe, 4 finging with 
a cod ſpirit, that afterwards the vitered that thee felt the 
mercies'sf G DD, and her ſonle was much contfo2ted * 
and hoped, that in the blod of Chiiſt Jeſus her ſinnes 
were pardoned : and ſatde ſhee 'coulde not amend that 
which was patt: but was'moſt'hartily' ſozrowfull fo:Her 
fo2zmerſmnes: ſaying, that-ifſhee houlde line yet many 
peeres; her defire would be'tn ſermng the Lo2d : therefoze 
ſhe deſired him vpon theknees ofher bart, that hee would 
reſpect the will fo2:the deve, and accept her poze deſires * 
ſaying, Oſutkerme pet once torecourcr my ſtrength, be- 
foe J coe hunee ndipe fwnenomo:e. Praying litewile 
foz-all thoſo thatminiſtred comfozts vnts her in her miſery 
and diltrefſes, that'the Lo2d'would bleſſe them and con- 
tinue them faithfull vntothe end. 

Z@hen&2gmmng; andagsking fo:giuenes of all, making 
her ſelfe ready; ſaping;her bodily-doath did'not diſniay 
her, concludirig with theleher laſt wb2ds, L.0:d Jefus re- 
ceine my pint 2 and ſoſheleft this miſerable wozld ,' and 
dyed the true ſeruaunt of Jeſus Chill, the xviy, _- of 
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at thetime of her death. 


E Nowe yet againe remember our old beldame afoze- 
named, that vncharitable creature 1{abel! Hall, widdow, 
' being the onely inſkrument of this timeleſſe action : who 

ſfanding on the Ladder, and ready to ſuffer fo2 her fact, 
did notwithlanding very ſfoutly demie euery thing that 
had beene done in thep2 late pzoccedings, nay and abturd 
it, had not El:zabech Caldwell with affirmation of all in- 
ſerted her confeſſion in that behalfe : TUho with an caſte 
repentance to the wozlds epe , ended her life . Whereby 
may be ſeene how ſtrong the dcmuill in ſome actions 1s,that 
ſh&e by whoſe inſfigation all was done , both in the 

adulterie and murder , would ſo unpudently deny 
euerp particuler , notwithſtanding the triall ofthe cauſe 
both manifeſted by Judge and Jurie, But thus we ſee the 

boldnes of ſinne, and the coldnelfe ofthe truth, til God in 

mercie makes plaine the truth ofthe one, and the wonder 
ofthe other. All which tending to the example of others, 
may moue vs tolinely repentance , which not done, ſal- 
nation cannot come, but truly effected , b2ecdes both the 
comfozt ofthe ſouleand body. To which comfozt, God wn 
mercy b2ing vs foz his ſonne Jeſus Chalt his lake. 
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To the right hononrable; and his 
| ſipguler good Lady,the Lady MaryChandois, 


| RA. wiſheth health and everlaſting 
happincſle. 


'Y honourable and very 
good Lady, confidering my 
-dutieto your kind Ladifhip, 
& remembring the vertnes 
of your prepared minde, TÞ 
could doeno lefle but dedi- 
cate this ſtrange worke to 
Cx = your view, being bortr mat- 
ter of moment and trith,/ And to the wholeworld 
it may ſeeme ſtrange, that a Gentlewoman ſo vvel! 
brought vp in Godsfeare, ſowell married , ſo ver- 
tuous euer, ſo. ſyddainly wrought to this act of. 
murder; thatwhen your Ladiſhip doth read aſwell 
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the Letterasthe Booke, of her owne indighting,. 
} you will the more wonder that her verrues coulde- 
{ ſoaptlytaſt the follics of vice and villanje. Bur ſoit: 
1 was, and for the better proofethat it was ſo, I have 


placed my kinſmansnameto it, who was preſent at: 


] all hertroubles, ar-her comming to priſon, her bee- 
# ing inpriſon, and her going our of priſon to execu- 
{ tion, Thatthoſe Gentlemen to whom he dedicates 
{ his worke witneſſed, may alſo be pertakers in that 
1 kind, for the proofe thereof, that your Ladiſhip.& 
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the world ſo ſatisfied, may admire the deede, and 
hold it as ſtrangeas it istrrue. | 

We have many giddie pated Poets, that coulde 
have publiſhed this. Report with more eloquence, 
but truth in plaine attire is the, ealier knowne: ler 
fixion maskein Kendalfgreene. Iris my qualitie,to 
addetothe truth, truth, and not lea{ingsto!yes, 
Your good Honor knowes Picks poore hart, who 
inall my ſeruicesto your Late deceaſed kind Lord, 
neuer ſauoured of flatteric, or fixion: and therefore 
am now the bolder topreſent ro your vertues, the 
view of this Jatetruth , deſiring you to ſothinke of 
it, that you. may be an honourable mourner at theſe 
obſcquies, and you hall no. more doe, then manie 
more haue doone. So with my tendered dutie, my 
truc enſuing ſtorie, and my euer wiſhing well, I do 
humbly commit your Ladiſhipto the priſon of hea- 
uen, wherein is perfect treedome, = 


| Your. Ladiſhips euer 
1LS9re, in duty and feruice, 
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